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10 ,Tipds;*ffc;r Getting the Most Out of
Your Screening Surveys




Your Mission. . .

Rule Out Presence of Target
Invaders

The more thorough the survey; the higher one’s
confidence in the “NO IAP DETECTED” result




-~ Challenge

It is virtually impossible to be 100% thorough in
ones search




X Weather and nght Condltlons




Y
o
99

=

£

—




Some Plant Communities Are-

Dense and Expansive







You may not be able to seeitall...




But there are ways to maximize
the efficiency and accuracy of you




Tip

Ready, Set, Wait!
Before You Go!




Reality Check!

Take stock of existing resources . . .
Time
Equipment
Help

Familiarity with procedures, native &
invasive plants

Take stock of the challenge before you . . .

* How large is the body of water to be
surveyed?

e How much of the waterbody is littoral ?
e (depth maps help!)




Use this Information
- to Determine Scope of
. Survey







e .
LEVEL 3:
Survey Entire Shoreline




Go While the Going is Good




Factors that Impede Your Ability t
See Below the Water Surface 3

not enough light

too much light (in the form of surface glare or backlighting)
wind causing disturbance of the surface

reduced water cIarlty due to algal blooms

turbldlty caused by a recent storm event or excessive boat
traffic

etc.




Time your survey to coincide with the most favorable
viewing conditions




Optimal Conditions
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Good light

Minimal reflection and.glare
Peak water clarity, ) -
Dead calm R




Work Arounds




Perfect Survey Conditions Do Not
Often Last Long







Change your location within the intended survey area to take
advantage of the most favorable conditions available at that moment




It is early morning; the air is still and the surface of the water is dead
calm, but the easterly shore (where you happen to be right now) is
still in shadow ... How to adapt?

Paddle over to the sunlit westerly shore and work that section of the
shoreline until the light is better along the east shore










How They Work




What Makes a Good Scope?

easy and comfortable to use
provides the widest possible angle of view

constructed of opaque materials to shield out
as much side and back light as possible

being relatively cheap and easy to construct is
a plus
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Diver’s Mask, Snorkel
and Fins




Teamwork
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You can always swap roles
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Kayak Teamwork




Charting Course
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Rakes, Potato Hooks, and Weed
Weasels




device that can brmg the mystery p/ants up to
thesurface where you canSee s




Develop a methodical
approach that
balances the need to
“see” with the need
to “minimize harm.”
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Shallow pond or area (maximum depth 20 feet)
Potentially littoral from shore to shore

With scopes plants V|5|ble to q depth of 12 feet

record fnf\c?flTﬁgS""“':é :
e Interval dependent upon con-él?hons time, plant density, etc

= * |f using a motor, sample at regular time intervals instead
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Getting to Know the Natives




See More Knowledgably as Opposed
to Simply Seeing More .
— . > ol '




@

Is your refrlgerator is full of pIastlc bags
containing samples of plants you mtend to key
out later? | e e

/= Doyou have more photos of aquatlc plants on
T your camera than famlly members?

s

* You jUSt can G walt to get back out there
tomorrow to ekplcbre that next little cove?

e Welcome!




Zen and the Art of Plant Patrolling




Being in the Moment




Many Trained Eyes Make Light Work




Recruit Some Help!




Sa!mon Lake Milfoil Surveys
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So There You Have It!




Happy Hunting!!
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May you_ h}zvérfind what i/od are )boking for! ‘




