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VLMP’s Brackett
Environmental Center

Help secure the future of lake monitoring and stewardship in 
Maine at the VLMP’s Brackett Environmental Center.

Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program’s

 Brackett Environmental Center
  Building Campaign



Richard Jennings, M.D.
VLMP Brackett Center 
Volunteer since 2003

“I am drawn to the 

Maine VLMP because this 

organization is demonstrably 

DOING something, actually 

achieving positive results.” 

Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program’s
Brackett Environmental Center

The Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring 
Program (VLMP), founded in 1971, 
is a statewide nonprofit conservation 
organization whose mission is to foster 
stewardship of Maine’s lakes and their 
watersheds, in order to ensure high water 
quality and ecological integrity. The VLMP 
trains volunteers to monitor the health of 
several hundred lakes throughout the state. 
Our work provides the foundation for 
virtually all efforts to protect Maine lakes. 

The VLMP has established a volunteer 
training center on the shoreline of Lake 
Auburn. The Brackett Environmental Center 
is a unique facility, providing an equally 
unique setting for conducting training 
workshops, meetings and conferences 
throughout the year, and for demonstrating 
responsible conservation practices for 
protecting lakes.

MRS. WOODBuRy BRACKETT donated her home on 
Maple Hill Road to the Auburn Water District upon her 
passing in 2001. She had a fond relationship with Lake Au-
burn and understood the need to protect it from pollution. 

One morning, Mrs. Brackett, Barbara, 
called the Auburn Water District Manag-
er for a meeting at her home. I was asked 
to go along.  Mrs. Brackett was a small 
framed, elegant woman in her later years 
when I had the pleasure of meeting her. 
She was polished and well presented. She 
was strong yet graceful and I admired her 
immediately. Her home was warm and 
decorated beautifully. From her kitchen 
window, she offered us a view of the 

colorful songbirds at the well stocked feeders outside. At 
our initial visit, she spoke fondly of her late husband Wood-
bury and some of their times together. She spoke about the 
Lake, admiring the work of the Auburn Water District to 
protect it. She spoke about the details of her home which 
had some origins from Cape Elizabeth when constructed. 
We sat in the living room on beautiful antique furniture 
and I found myself thinking about my grandmother and 
how much I missed her. After more pleasant conversation, 
she clarified the reason for her request that we visit with her. 

She was inquiring about 
the potential of donating 
her home and land to 
the District. After a bit 
more conversation on this 
subject, she pulled closer 
to me, barely inches away, 
looking very serious, and 
said something to the effect of “What would you do if I 
gave you my house?” Hoping not to offend but without 
hesitation, I said “I could see this as an environmental edu-
cation center”. All was still and silent. She backed away and 
casually pointed at me and exclaimed “I like it” suddenly 
smiling. 

I visited with her a few more times mostly to just say hello, 
and fill the feeder.  I was sad the day I found out she had 
passed. It was important to her that the house be dedicated 
to her husband, Woodbury, respected former City Manager 
of Auburn. She wanted none of the fame or flattery when 
dedicating the name to the building.  A wise person once 
told me “Always remember where you came from.” That 
statement leaves a lot for interpretation but I will always 
remember the roots of this new VLMP home, very fondly. 

Building on Their Legacy

By Mary Jane 
Dillingham

 VLMP Monitor
& Board Member



Brackett Center History
1946:  Woodbury & Barbara Brackett build their house on 

the shoreline of Lake Auburn incorporating features 
from a historic Cape Elizabeth home.

2002:  Barbara Brackett bequeaths her home and property to 
the Auburn Water District, with the provision that the 
property be used for environmental education. 

2003:  VLMP leases the building and property, and establishes 
the Brackett Environmental Center. 

2010:  The VLMP purchases the Brackett Center to create a 
permanent training center for volunteer lake monitors. 

Present: We ask for your support of the VLMP’s purchase and 
development of the Brackett Environmental Center. 
Through your donation to the Brackett Center 
Building Campaign, you will help to create a legacy for  
Maine’s lakes.

Become a partner in securing the future of volunteer lake monitoring 
and the stewardship of Maine’s lakes and ponds!

Please support the campaign to purchase the Brackett Center through:
• A one time gift
• An annual pledge to this three-year campaign
• Gifts of stock, or other financial support

Lets Make it Happen



Brackett Center campaign goals:
Purchase of the buildings and property  $100,000
Training facility upgrades  $10,000
Building and property maintenance  $15,000

  Total $125,000

•
•
•

Brackett Center Campaign  
Historic buildings and land overlooking Lake Auburn
Offices for VLMP staff 
Storage space for vehicles and volunteer training equipment
Meeting space for training workshops, presentations and conferences
Extensive information on Maine lakes available to the public

•
•
•
•
•

The VLMP’s Brackett Center Today

A comprehensive facility that focuses on all aspects of Maine 
lakes, including:

A volunteer training and lake stewardship facility that is 
owned outright by the VLMP and its family of volunteers 
and collaborators
Lake-friendly conservation practices demonstrated on the 
property, which is situated in a lake watershed
The only lake-based facility of its kind in the State of Maine
Lake laboratory and research base for volunteer monitors 
and the public

•

•

•
•

Our Vision of the VLMP’s Brackett Center in the Future

$125,000 over three years
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